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Introduction: 
Why experiential education? 

1

At Cedar, we firmly believe that 
students learn best when they are 
engaged and have the opportunity 
to work “hands on” with the 
subject matter. Our teachers do a 
brilliant job with this in the 
classroom, but nothing substitutes 
for getting students out into the 
community, be it home or abroad, 
to actualize their learning. 
Authentic, relevant learning 
occurring in context is learning 
that lasts. 

To this end, Cedar offers a Travel 
and Experiential Education 
Programme that includes a variety 
of travel courses—with local, 
regional, and global options—that 
appeal to a range of interests and 
budgets. 
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Where do 
you want 

to go? What are travel and experiential 
courses and how are they 
structured? 

Travel and experiential courses 
are academic courses that meet 
every week throughout the quarter 
of the second semester, as part of 
each student’s regular schedule. 
Courses include a full week of 
travel or hands-on experience in 
late May led by their course 
instructor and additional staff 
chaperones as appropriate. All 
secondary students are expected 
to participate in a travel or 
experiential course. 

Grades 6-8: Students in Grades 6-8 
will have the opportunity to choose 
from 8 multi-age courses, featuring a 
variety of destinations and academic 
themes. 

Grade 9: Students in Grade 9 will 
have the opportunity to choose from 
all of the options available to Grades 
6-8 as well as one additional option: 
the university tour. 

Grade 10: Students in Grade 10 will 
have the opportunity to choose from 
all of the options available to Grades 
6-8, as well as two additional options: 
a university tour or an internship 
experience. 

Grade 11: Students in Grade 11 may 
participate in the university tour or 
the internship experience. They may 
also seek special permission from the 
administration to participate in one of 
the multi-age options available to 
Grades 6-10.  Student behavioural 
records and demonstrated leadership 
skills will be considered when 
reviewing such requests. 

+ 
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Academic Focus: 
All courses are based around an academic 
theme and will be divided into three phases: 

Phase 1: Pre-Travel 

During class time from March to 
May, students will: 

o Gain knowledge of their travel 
destination (geography, 
history, etc.). 

o Build background knowledge 
of the academic theme 
(history, science, drama, etc.). 

o Develop cultural literacy 
necessary for travel (cultural 
norms, food, safety, 
unpacking one’s own cultural 
assumptions, etc.). 

o Devote time to travel logistics 
(itinerary, what to pack, rules 
and expectations, completion 
of forms, fundraising, etc.). 

o Identify research focus. 
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Phase 2: Travel 

In late May, students will travel to 
their destination to embark on the 
“experiential” portion of the 
course, where they will:  

o Explore sites and experience 
activities relevant to the 
academic theme. 

o Interact with guides and 
members of the local 
community. 

o Conduct first-hand research 
through observations, 
conversations, and other 
methods of field research. 

o Engage in at least one 
community service activity. 

o Have fun! 
 

Phase 3: Post-Travel 

Upon return, students will use 
class sessions in June to: 

o Reflect on the experience and 
their own learning. 

o Synthesize their research into 
a final product, which may be 
a travel journal, a photo 
journal, a video, or a 
presentation, to allow them to 
share their learning and 
experience with others. 
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What costs are associated with the travel courses? 

The expectation is that every student will participate in a travel course. With 
that in mind courses have been selected to provide a variety of destinations 
and academic themes that appeal to different student interests and different 
family budgets. Options abroad will obviously carry larger price tags. Local 
options entail only minimal costs, and include three completely free options. 
Costs for each travel course appear on p. 6-10 of this document. All costs can 
be invoiced by the school and paid in installments.  Students in each course 
will also have the opportunity to fundraise to reduce costs. 

Will the travel take away from instructional time? 

There will not be a loss of instructional time. In past years, final exams have 
finished a week before the end of school, leaving one week of classes after 
exams. With the introduction of the travel programme, exams now go right 
up to the end of school. Thus, the travel week in May substitutes for the “lost 
week” at the end of school. Because the travel is part of a course, it is 
considered academic time and has concrete learning objectives every bit as 
valuable as other learning. 

Timeline 

• December 10th: Registration opens with a travel fair in the Atrium from 
2:30 – 3:30 pm. Travel course leaders will be set up at tables to answer 
any questions you may have. Registration materials will be available. 
 

• January 11th: Registration closes. By this date, students must complete a 
registration form, signed by parents, and pay a non-refundable deposit  
(except for free options) to be considered registered. 
 

• February 1st: Second semester begins. Travel courses will meet every 
Wednesday during 7th period beginning March 23rd. 
 

• May 21st – May 28th: All travel will occur during this week.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Who supervises the travel courses? 

All courses are led by qualified Cedar faculty and staff and will include both 
male and female chaperones. (The one exception is Space Camp, which has 
only one staff member, as Space Camp personnel provide door-to-door 
service starting at the airport gate!) Ratios are kept around 1 teacher for 
every 6 students, though this may vary depending on the nature of the trip 
and whether or not the services of a guide company are being utilised. Safety 
guidelines and protocols are in place for all Cedar travel. 
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Nature’s Little Secrets: A BVI 
diving experience 
Course Leaders: Dr. Marc Brabant  

Cost: $575 per person Service Credits: 2 

Eligible Grades: 6-10 Minimum/Maximum: 10/18 

This travel experience will allow students to explore and appreciate the BVI from another perspective: 
underwater! The core of our week will be PADI Open Water Diver certification course for new divers. Those 
already certified will earn additional certification in such PADI Specialties as Coral Reef Conservation, Fish 
Identification, Boat Diver, Deep Diver, Digital Underwater Photographer, Equipment Specialist, Night Diver, 
Wreck Diver, Underwater Naturalist, Navigator or Videographer.  We will be working with Sail Caribbean 
Divers who are excited to work with Cedar again. All theory coursework will be completed at school before   
the trip, allowing this to be a 100% outdoor experience. The certifications will take three days to complete, and 
then we will put our new skills to the test by way of a whole group dive, learning about the ecology of the coral 
reef and snorkeling. The essence of the week’s experience is rooted in the interconnectedness of ecosystems  
in the BVI and the objective is to better understand how to conserve and protect our resources here in the BVI. 
The students will also be engaged in a service opportunity during this week that will focus on ecosystem 
remediation, research surveys and/or peer education. 
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Course Options for Second Semester 2016 

 

NASA Space Camp 
Course Leader: Mr. Nick Frazee 

Cost: $2000 per person 

Eligible Grades: 6-10       Minimum/Maximum: 14 students 

SPACE CAMP® is the adventure of a lifetime! Space Camp encourages 
trainees to pursue science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 

through exciting hands-on educational activities. The facility is located on the grounds of the U.S. Space & 
Rocket Center® which is also the official visitor center for NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center. During the 5-
night program, trainees participate in two 1-hour simulated shuttle missions. Students in mission control will 
monitor the progress and safety of the mission, those in the shuttle will successfully launch and land the 
spacecraft, and those in the space station will conduct science experiments while learning basic scientific 
principles. Crew trainers will guide trainees through the past, present and future of space exploration using 
actual rockets and shuttles as the backdrop. Trainees will see the first rocket that put an American in space –  
the massive Saturn V moon rocket – and the capsules early astronauts used during their missions. Trainees will 
experience walking on the moon in our 1/6th gravity chair to feel what it’s like to work in a frictionless 
environment and navigate a tumble-spin on the multi-axis trainer, just like the Mercury astronaut training! 
Trainees will climb the tallest mountain on Mars on our Mars Climbing Wall and experience 4Gs of liftoff force 
on the Space Shot™ simulator. They’ll get an astronaut’s view of the earth while watching amazing films in our 
IMAX® Spacedome Theater and Digital 3D Theater. 



 

 

Costa Rica: Adventure, Service, and 
Culture – BriBri Village Experience 
Course Leaders: Mr. David Quesada and Ms. Katie Hall 

Cost: $2300 - $2500 per person (based on final airfare) 

Service Credits: 5 

Eligible Grades: 6-10 Minimum/Maximum: 12 students 

Students will spend one week traveling to and within Costa Rica. The focus of the experience will be an 
opportunity to understand rural life and indigenous culture in Costa Rica. Students will immerse themselves in 
the community of a Bribri Tribe, close to the Panama Border. Students will stay in the village and work with the 
community on small-scale development projects. They will learn all about the tribe’s unique culture and 
lifestyle. There will also be lots of adventure and time to explore the amazing ecological and cultural diversity 
of the area, which will include white water rafting, hiking in the rainforest, swimming, learning about how 
chocolate is made and much more. This is a great opportunity to combine service, culture and adventure in a 
Spanish-language speaking country. Students will enjoy all that the rich culture and natural environment has to 
offer as well as carrying out service to help preserve this beauty. They will also develop their social skills as 
they appreciate the experience of spending time with others in a very low-tech environment (no phones, 

+ Course Options for Second Semester 2016 
This year we will be partnering with ‘Rustic Pathways’ to offer two new exciting experiences. Rustic Pathways 

is a travel and service organization designed specifically for schools like ours to provide the opportunity to 

engage our students with the worlds diverse cultures, question the meaning of global citizenship and to 

further enrich our students experience at here at Cedar. Rustic Pathways work with us to achieve an authentic 

cultural and service experience that is a once in a lifetime opportunity! 
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Dominican Republic: Latin Beats and 
Eco Service 
Course Leader: Mr. Mickey Ennis and Ms. Sophie Carozzi 

Cost: $2100 - $2300 per person (based on final airfare) 

Eligible Grades: 6-10  Service Credits: 5 

Minimum/Maximum: 12 

In this amazing experience, students will spend one week immersed in the culture and exploring the beauty 
and diversity of the Dominican Republic. Students will be working alongside the communities of the area, 
focusing on ecological restoration projects whilst learning all about the efforts to maintain the extensive 
biodiversity of the region. This is another great opportunity to combine service, culture and adventure in a 
Spanish-language speaking country. Students will enjoy all that the rich culture and natural environment has to 
offer as well as carrying out service to help preserve this beauty. There will also be plenty of adventure as 
students swim in hidden caverns to see ancient Taino cave paintings, raft down the white water rapids of the 
longest river in the Caribbean, hiking and horseback riding to secluded areas, visit an organic macadamia 
farm, a butterfly conservatory and culminate the experience visiting UNESCO World Heritage sites in Santo 
Domingo. Another one of a kind cultural and service experience!  



 

 

Washington DC: History, 
Politics and Culture 
Course Leader: Mr. Scott Crawford 

Cost: $1,850 

Eligible Grades: 6-10  

Minimum/Maximum: 10 /18 

In this unique experience, students will travel to Washington D.C. to explore the historical, political and 
cultural offerings of the United States’ capital city. They will contemplate the nature of government and power 
during tours of the U.S. Capitol Building and Supreme Court, explore the wonders of science and history in 
the Smithsonian museums (including the Air and Space Museum, Natural History Museum, and American 
History Museum), take a walking tour to view the monumental architecture of the National Mall (Lincoln 
Memorial, Washington Monument, Jefferson Memorial) while reflecting on the sacrifices and injustices of the 
past with visits to the Vietnam Memorial, the World War II Memorial, Arlington National Cemetery, and the 
National Holocaust Museum. Other activities may include a tour of Ford’s Theater (site of Abraham Lincoln’s 
assassination) and the International Spy Museum. 

BVI: The Fungi Project  
Course Leaders: Mr. Steve Butcher  

Cost: Free   Service Credits: 5  

Eligible Grades: 6-11 Minimum/Maximum: None 
 

In this authentic experiential course, students who love music and are 
enthusiastic about BVI culture and service to our community will be treated 

to a week of fun and music! Students will engage in a week of planning, building, performing and promoting 
fungi music in schools across the territory. The experience will involve traveling to cultural sites in the 
territory, working with local craftsmen and local musicians with the goal of designing, building and then 
playing traditional fungi instruments. The students will demonstrate their newfound fungi music talents at the 
end of the week and then donate the instruments to schools across the territory. Students will also make a set 
for Cedar so that we could start our own fungi band! Leading up to this week, during the weekly meeting 
time, students will learn fungi songs (and current chart songs) with the help of local musicians! This is a 
unique and exciting opportunity to combine music, culture and service right here in the BVI! 

+ 
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Course Options for Second Semester 2016 



 

 

BVI: Art Attack! 
Course Leader: Ms. Patricia Johnston 

Cost: $175 

Eligible Grades: 6-10 Minimum/Maximum: 8 

Service Credits: 2 

 

 
In this course, students will immerse themselves in art of the BVI. Students will experience how professional 
artists create beautiful pieces of art using a variety of mediums. They will explore ceramics, metal work, and 
acrylic paint applied with a palette knife. This unique experience will be four days of intensive workshops at 
Aragorn’s Studios in Trellis Bay. These lucky students will work alongside professional artists and will create 
their own masterpieces by the end of the week. The students will complete service by demonstrating their 
newly acquired artistic talents at the end of the week by becoming the teachers themselves to our very own 
primary students! On the Thursday of this amazing experience students will be treated to an afternoon with the 
BVI’s very own Joseph Hodge, whereby he will present a workshop on how to use palette knives with acrylic 
paints!  

+ 
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Course Options for Second Semester 2016 

    BVI Internship Experience 
        Coordinator: Mr. Tony Creaney 

        Cost: Free 

        Eligible Grades: 10-11 

        Minimum/Maximum: None 

        Service Credits: Dependent on the type of internship 

Do you want to gain experience while learning more about a potential career of interest? Over the past couple 
years; we have successfully placed students in weeklong internships in international law and accounting firms, 
and in the media/journalism, hospitality, and marine industries. Class time leading up to the internship will 
provide opportunity to research fields of interest, identify and secure appropriate placements, and have 
preliminary meetings with placement supervisors so that the duration of the internship can be of maximum 
value. This is a great experience and can really boost one’s CV!  



 

 

  

University Tour: Northeast USA to 
Canada 
Course Leaders: Mr. Zach Pascoe 

Cost: $2,200  

Eligible Grades: 9-11 Minimum/Maximum: 10 students 

 

Are you ready for the ultimate road trip? Want to actually see and feel what university is really like? You 
choose the universities; we drive! Students will spend several days traveling around New York, Rhode Island, 
and Massachusetts areas visiting schools such as Columbia, NYU, Cornell, and much more. Then we will head 
north to Canada touring universities such as University of Toronto, Western University, and Ryerson and more. 
However, you pick the universities and we will do the driving. We will be walking the grounds of Ivy League 
schools, small private universities, and large state universities.  Many campus tours will include a visit to a 
dorm room and a classroom or lecture hall, this trip is a great opportunity to get a taste of college life! Nothing 
beats going to a college and seeing it for yourself. A campus visit is your opportunity to get a first hand view of 
a college that websites and catalogues cannot convey. Visiting the bookstore, the dorms, meeting admissions 
officers and asking questions is priceless!  

+ 
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BVI Tech and Sports 
Course Leaders: Mr. Leslie Casey and Mr. John Reilly 

Cost: $100    Service Credits: 2 

Eligible Grades: 6-10       Minimum/Maximum: None 

 

 

In this unique and challenging experience, the focus will be on computer science and athletics, trying to 
achieve the perfect balance! Students will spend the morning engrossed in learning 3D design software 
(SketchUp) and creating a range of virtual products: outdoor landscapes, houses/furniture, jewelry, and more – 
all with BVI-centered themes. The final day is dedicated to teaching primary students 3D basics. MAC laptops 
will be used. In the afternoons, the students get outside and will be involved in beach sports Iron Man style, 
archery, court sports at the TSC and more action sports that will undoubtedly provide challenge and a fun 
experience. In the weekly meeting leading up to this week of sports and technology students will be 
researching the cultural and historical aspects of the chosen sports and will looking in to ways to use 3D design 
in urban planning, Caribbean styles of houses, jewelry and much more! 

Course Options for Second Semester 2016 


