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You can communicate without motivating, but it impossible to motivate without communicating. John 
Thompson 

Mission statement 

The purpose of this document is to outline the language policy of Cedar International School, a 
school offering an international education to students from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12. The 
language policy is a consensus of philosophy and practice, and is intended to inform teaching and 
learning, to guide curriculum, to form a common understanding of our aims and objectives, and to 
provide documentation which will support our admissions policy. 

Philosophy 

We believe that effective use of language is a valuable and necessary life skill; it is a skill necessary 
to prepare our students for life in the 21st century. Language is universal to thinking, learning and 
communicating effectively across time and cultures. We ‘understand language as a human system 
of communication – dynamic and evolving, but also systematic and governed by rules.’ Language 
learning empowers students to comprehend language through speaking, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing and expressing; additionally, they must be able to respond knowledgeably and 
critically to what they read, view and hear. Students need to understand that they: can use 
language to learn about language (metalanguage), can learn through language – the language of 
other disciplines (transdisciplinary language), and can embrace language as an art (literature). 
Regardless of specialty area, all teachers at Cedar are language teachers; additionally, parents are 
essential in the learning cycle of the language learning process. 

We believe that introducing children to different cultures and to alternative ways of expressing 
themselves, generally broadens their outlook and gives them the opportunity to communicate 
with more people. Additionally, it provides them with an additional skill as they enter their adult 
lives to deal with the complexities of life independently. 

Practices 

Cedar International School has a diverse ethnic population, with several students who speak or 
listen to another language at home; Dutch, French, German and local West Indian Creoles, are the 
significant mother tongues other than English. There are also smatterings of other languages, in 
particular languages from Europe such as Italian, Danish, Czechoslovakian, etc.) The parent body 
supports that English is the instructional language at Cedar, and are aware of this policy when they 
enroll their children in the school. Students, who are not proficient in English when they apply, are 



 

encouraged to receive additional support – outside of the school (although the school will help 
find tutors etc) and follow through until they have the strategies in place to improve their language 
skills and a proficiency in English that allows them to be successful in the classroom. The SENDCO 
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator) will also lead a team of specialized 
teaching assistants to provide a pull out/push in programme for any students who require 
language support in any subject area. It is important to note that some of our incoming students 
communicate fairly proficiently in English, and word recognition skills and literal comprehension of 
the text are adequate or are at grade level; however, inferential and critical comprehension skills in 
the English language requires support. 

Parents who are not English speakers are encouraged to bring family members and friends to the 
school to provide translation services during events like parent teacher interviews. The school 
could consider enlisting the support of a professional translation service when necessary. 

The library continues to acquire resources in mother tongue languages within our population. 
While there is little in our local community to support families whose first language is not English, 
some families use the internet to bring in mother tongue books, as well as making annual trips 
abroad or enrolling children in foreign language institutes. There are some faculty and staff 
members who are available to help translate when the need arises; at this time, assistance is 
available in Spanish, French, Italian, Hindi, and German. There is a common belief at Cedar that 
continuing to develop skills in one’s mother tongue reinforces cultural identity. To this end, the 
school recommends foreign language students and families visit the International Children’s 
Digital Library (ICDL – www.childrenslibrary.org) for free online mother tongue resources.  

Students begin Spanish as a Language B in Pre-Kindergarten. We have one Spanish specialist in 
the Primary School and two in the Secondary School, who provide instruction in the students’ 
homeroom environment. As of 2011, we introduced a second language B (French) as an elective 
for our non-IB DP students in Grades 11 and 12.  We have also added French and Italian 
conversational courses to our secondary elective programme.  

Integration of Language B with organising themes is a goal we strive to fulfill, while continuing to 
meet the outcomes of Language B Scope and Sequence. Conceptually, classroom teachers 
support the Language B programme; however, given that most of the homeroom teachers are 
unilingual (English), they cannot provide direct language support in Spanish/French. Every effort is 
made to infuse the learner profile attributes, PYP attitudes, MYP objectives and fundamental 
concepts as well as, the transdisciplinary skills and key concepts/questions in both languages in 
each classroom. Our Essential Agreements relating to student portfolios (Addendum A of 

http://www.childrenslibrary.org


 

Assessment Policy document-Primary only) outline agreements around portfolio development: 
what to include, storage, reflection, and piece selection, including pieces that reflect work done in 
our Spanish as Language B programme.   

Reporting practices at Cedar for both Language A English and Language B Spanish in the primary 
division of the school (three reporting periods), include: 

  
Cedar School has adopted the International Baccalaureate’s Scope and Sequence for English 
Language Arts, shown as follows: 

  

Up until May 2013, students at Cedar sit the Stanford Achievement Test Series, Tenth Edition. 
Grades 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9 completed the test battery which yields individual and group scores for 
Reading, Mathematics, Language, Spelling, Environment, and Listening (Grade 10 students also sit 
the PSAT and Grade 11 & 12 students sit the SAT tests.).  

As of February 2014, we have decided to administer the International Schools Assessment (ISA) to 
Grades 3, 5, 7, and 9 instead of the SAT 10’s. It is our belief that the ISA is a better fit for our school 
as the test has been developed specifically for international schools, working closely with the IBO 
and is based on the internationally endorsed reading and mathematical literacy frameworks of the 
Ogranisation for Economic Cooperation and Development's (OECD's) Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA).  

Student scores are returned to the school in the spring and the results are shared with teachers 
and parents. Records are kept on each child’s file to track progress. Teachers use results to inform 
their teaching and planning. When a student is referred for intervention or special education, the 
standardised test results are used as reference documents to assess student progress.  



 

Professional development is encouraged at Cedar and opportunities exist, in a manner limited by 
budget, for teachers to attend training, not only within the DP, MYP and PYP world, but also other 
workshops/conferences that support the language arts. 

Spanish as our Language B at Cedar 

Cedar offers Spanish as our Language B to students, from Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 10. In 
grades 6-10 the language of instruction and assessment is based on the MYP ‘phases’. Grades 11 & 
12, Spanish is taught at the IB Diploma Programme Standard and Higher Levels. In the Cedar 
Diploma Programme students in Grade 11 take Language B Spanish based on CD standards and 
do not take an additional language in Grade 12. These programmes are taught through using 
linguistically rich subject matter.  

The programme encourages students to: 
• experience language in a contextualized form, through exposure to story, drama and music. 
• to acquire language kinesthetically. 
• understand high- frequency vocabulary in order to ensure ease of acquisition. 
• have fun while learning a second language. 

Spanish as our Language B attempts to cover all of the language skills: reading, writing, listening 
and speaking. In the Primary School, the focus is on listening and speaking to reflect natural 
usage. This approach also facilitates a variety of intelligences: kinesthetic, linguistic, musical, 
spatial, interpersonal and intrapersonal. Vocabulary is introduced systematically to foster fluency. 
The programme also fosters an appreciation of Spanish and Latin American culture, through 
literature, story-telling, music, drama, and dance. At Cedar, Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 2 students 
receives 30 minutes of Spanish instruction two times a week. G3-5 students receive two fifty 
minute periods per week. 

In order for teachers to meet the MYP Language B objectives at each grade level, our teachers 
concentrate on listening, speaking, reading and writing. These skills are intertwined throughout 
the courses, however, in some cases these skills are dealt with as discrete skills. All MYP Teachers 
in essence are seen as language teachers, and this is found throughout each subject curricula, 
especially in the variety of assessment tasks given in the MYP at Cedar. Our MYP Language B 
progamme also fosters an appreciation of Spanish and Latin American culture through many 
diverse and exciting activities. 



 

In the MYP at Cedar International School we nurture a strong level of knowledge and 
understanding in the student’s mother tongue, and believe this is significant to the development 
of other languages. We believe that: 

• Reinforcing the importance of language skills (communication) in all subjects vital to our 
student’s matriculation.  

• Teachers will commit to the importance and responsibility of language development in all 
our subjects. 

• Students should have the opportunity to learn an additional language other than their 
mother tongue in a sustaining and comprehensive approach.  

• The Cedar community should maintain a global awareness and understanding of student’s 
culture and other cultures.  

Once more, the language policy is a consensus of philosophy and practice, and is intended to 
inform teaching and learning, to guide curriculum, to form a common understanding of our aims 
and objectives, and to provide documentation which will support our admissions policy.  
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